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US DESTROYER ATTACKED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE PT BOATS 

At 020359 EDT, while on routine patrol ip the Gulf 
of Tonkin, the US destroyer MADDOX (DD-731) was approached 
by three North Vietnamese motor torpedo boats (see map) 
with the apparent intention of launching a torpedo attack 
The MADDOX retired to the eastward at 27 knots, while the' 
torpeoo boats continued to close. As the boats accroached 
to 9,000 yards at 020408 EDT, MADDOX fired three warning 
shots from her 5-inch battery. The PT' boats did not alter 
course a.nd_were taken under -continuous fire. The boats 
clo^ea to 5,000 yards wnere they launched two tornadoes 
at 020421 EDI. The MADDOX turned away, ana the torpedoes 
passed well clear. One of the three boats received a 
direct hit and dropped a torpedo in the water which did 
not appear to function. Machine gun fire from the 
torpedo boats resulted, in one hit on the MADDOX. There 
were no US casualties. (S) 

; At 020430 EDT, four E-8E aircraft, armed with ZUNI 

rockets and 20-mm ammunition, arrived from USS TTCONDSROGA 
(CVA-14). The aircraft . attacked the boats and renorted 
one PT boat dead in the water, and burning.. The other two 
•. boats fled toward shore with minor damage. MADDOX- con- 
.... . . tinued southward to rendezvous with the destroyer TURNER. ;■/’ -A; 
..hr JOY (DD- 951 ) and the tanker ASHTABULA . (AO -51).. (&); 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have directed the MADDOX' 
and the TURNER JOY to continue the patrol as indicated on 
the map, remaining 11 or more miles - offshore, with combat 
air patrol (CAP) during daylight hours. In the event t , 

these patrolling ships are attacked, they have been directed^-.'- 
to seek to destroy the attacking forces. How’ever, oursuit .. . 

• into hostile waters or air space is not authorized/ .(S):/ A.. '/ 

'SOURCE: CTG 72.1 C20949Z (S ); CTG 77. 5 .021506Z (S ) : ’>/ 

JCS. 7680 021725Z (S); JCS 7681 022349Z (S) . -'4^/ 
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